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but was not patented. Owen borrowed £100 from his brother,
and, in partnership with a man named Jones, set to work to
manufacture spinning-mules. But in the following year Jones
found a partner with more capital, and Owen was bought out;
he was to receive six mules in payment, but in fact received
only three. With these three, he started a factory, and in the
first year made a profit of £300.
At the end of this year, he heard that a Mr Drinkwater, a rich
fustian manufacturer, was in need of a new manager, and he
applied for the job. Being asked what salary he wanted, he
said: Three hundred a year/ Mr Drinkwater, in horror, ex-
claimed that he had already that morning interviewed many
applicants, and all their demands together did not amount to so
much. Owen, however, refused to come down, and proved that
he was earning as much by his own factory. In the proper style
of the go-getter's manual, Owen managed to impress Mr Drink-
water and to obtain the job. He was very successful, and was
soon taken into partnership. (He was now twenty.) However,
when an opportunity occurred of amalgamating with the impor-
tant firm ©f Mr Oldknow, who wished to marry Drinkwater*s
daughter, Owen was asked how much he would take to cancel the
partnership; his feelings were hurt, he destroyed the deed of
partnership, and resigned his position as manager. He suffered
no loss by this rash action, being so favourably known that
nothing interfered with his success, and he was soon in a new
partnership, in which, as before, everything prospered with him.
His next step—which determined his subsequent business
career—was to marry the daughter of a rich Scottish manu-
facturer, David Dale, and buy up his mills at New Lanark. This
occurred when he was twenty-eight, David Dale, who was very
devout, had for some time objected to Owen as a son-in-law, on
account of his views on religion. But no one could long resist
the charm of Owen's character. When it came to selling the mills,
Mr Dale—a very successful business man, and a Scotchman—
left it to Owen to fix the price. Owen said he valued the mirk at
£60,000. filf you think so,* replied Mr Dale, *I will accept the
proposal as you have stated it, if your friends also approve of
it/ Owen's friends (who were his partners) did approve, and
the transaction was completed. Owen's marriage to Mr Dale's
daughter took place shortly afterwards, in September 1799. She
remained devout, and was persuaded that her husband would
go to hell Nevertheless she loved him all her life, and he loved

